
Region One Education Service Center (www.esc1.net) serves over 422,000 students and educators in eight counties in south Texas including 
Brooks, Cameron, Hidalgo, Jim Hogg, Starr, Webb, Willacy, and Zapata counties. Region One works to assist school districts in improving student 
performance, assist districts to operate more efficiently and economically, and implement initiatives assigned by the legislature or the 
Commissioner of Education. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
Region One ESC Announces 2023 Regional Teachers of the Year 
Mission CISD and PSJA ISD Educators Take Top Honors 
 
 
The Region One Education Service Center held its Annual 
Teacher of the Year recognition dinner on Thursday, August 
4, 2022, honoring the region’s District Teachers of the Year 
and to reveal the names of the Regional Elementary Teacher 
of the Year and Regional Secondary Teacher of the Year. In 
all, 41 individual Region One ESC District Teachers of the 
Year representing 23 school systems were recognized for 
their outstanding service and commitment to students. 
 
Maria Guadalupe Mascorro-Dominguez, a 15-year teaching 
veteran and a first-grade bilingual teacher at Marcell 
Elementary in the Mission CISD school district was named 
the Regional Elementary Teacher of the Year. Mascorro-
Dominguez wrote in her essay that she believes that building 
relationships with parents and students to better 
understand their academic and cultural backgrounds is 
essential to engaging instruction relevant to students’ lives. 
She holds high expectations for all members of the learning 
community and inspires everyone to be their best selves and 
conquer challenges by recognizing strengths and working 
through difficulties. She believes that every child deserves 
“to have someone who believes in them, an adult who facilitates their success, demands that they do 
their best, and never gives up on them. As an educator, I am well-placed to be that person to identify 
and advocate for students’ individual needs required to thrive.”  
 
This year’s Regional Secondary Teacher of the Year, Amy Marquez, is a teacher librarian who teaches 
9th-12th grade students in all content areas, independent studies courses, and yearbook at PSJA 
Collegiate High School Program in the PSJA ISD.  She believes that every child is a reader, and it is crucial 
to create an environment that supports risk taking and innovation. She believes that through her 
schoolwide literacy programs, including the Literacy Food Truck and the Library Advisory Board, and 
technology integration training sessions she is transforming the way teachers teach and students learn.  
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Celebrating our Regional Teachers of the 
Year (l to ): Amy Marquez, Regional 
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Teacher. 
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Each district teacher of the year nominee received a Silver Star Award for their achievement. Regional 
Teacher of the Year recipients received the Silver Star Award, a Star Polisher Award a statue of four 
children, hands held high, holding a star to remind teachers of the positive influence they have on 
students. Additionally, regional recipients received a $500 Amazon gift card from Colair, Inc., to go 
toward their Back-to School Wish List, and gift from Lone State National Bank.  

District Teachers of the Year are nominated by their school districts and submit an application consisting 
of essay questions which asks nominees to describe a lesson or unit that defines them as a teacher, 
describe a project or initiative that has contributed to the improvement of overall school culture, an 
explanation of how they ensure that education transcends the classroom, what they consider to be a 
major public education issue, and finally, as a spokesperson for teachers and students what is their 
message to the profession and to the public. A committee comprised of representatives from various 
teacher and administrator groups evaluated the essay applications. 

Each of the state’s twenty regional education service centers submit their regional elementary and 
secondary teachers of the year for the Texas Teacher of the Year award. 
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